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“Looking back over all my years at the Friendship Force there have been many great moments, but none more meaningful than the
recent conference in Japan, with the theme ‘Hiroshima for Peace and Friendship.” I wish all our members could have shared that
experience as we reaffirmed the original goal of Wayne Smith and Carters to use friendship as a powerful force and understanding in
the world. Our mission is as relevant today as it was 35 years ago, and I urge all of you to continue on this road we have travelled
together”
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Friendship Force International

Dear Friendship Force friends across the world,

Hello! It is truly an honor and privilege to write to all of you, the amazingly dedicated members of Friend-
ship Force around the globe. I want to thank you for having me here, and I'd like to express my sincere grati-
tude to the Board of Directors for electing me to the position of CEO for such a respected and important or-
ganization.

I promise to work as hard as I can to fulfill the mission and vision which all of you have endeavored to
achieve over so many years - waging peace and friendship worldwide. The effort which has been undertaken
over the last 36 years by FF members has been nothing short of awe inspiring; and we will stand on the
strength of these noble accomplishments as we make our way into a bright and productive future together.

I've now been here with the wonderful team at FFI headquarters for about a month, learning the Friendship
Force ways and all about the incredible work of our entire organization. So many of you have already wel-
comed me with kind words and generous gestures, and I am overwhelmed by your thoughtfulness even as I
am just getting to know you. I hope that over the next year we each have the chance to meet, either in per-
son, on an exchange, or at a Friendship Force meeting somewhere in the world. Also, I would love to con-
nect with you on social media!

Many of you may know that my background is in media, and that I have also spent time as a social worker,
a humanitarian press officer, and as a travel agent - with many side activities along the way. My interests are
wide, deep, and definitely global. But I have always worked to achieve the “we” in all my pursuits: in what
unites us as a world family, not what divides us.

This is why I believe so very much in the mission of Friendship Force and in the important legacy we are
all building for ourselves, our families, our friends and indeed for the future good of the world. I want us to
go out and make friendships where we've never been before, and in ways we've never even dreamed.

It's an exciting time to be involved with FFI! And I hope our cooperative work will be as forward-thinking
and dynamic as possible, with the sharing of innovative ideas at the core of our efforts. Preparing ourselves
and our members for the next stage of our history will take every one of us working together to be successful.

As I've been saying to the team here, I have so many ideas for our future myself, but I am well aware that
the strength and vitality of FFI rests with the thousands of FF leaders who shape the future of our organiza-
tion through their own initiatives and efforts every day. Over time, we will build what is to come from here
collaboratively and collectively.

Please don't hesitate to reach out to me or to any of the fantastic members of our staff in the US, Germany
and Japan should you have suggestions, questions, or if we can be of help to you in any way.

I look forward to sharing more with all of you soon. But for now, I'd like to challenge us to continue to be
a ‘force of friendship' throughout the globe. With a simple hello, a smile, or a handshake - we can indeed
change the world.

With gratitude and friendship,

Joy
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